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From a Member of the Society for the Propagation of Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge, % 4 Friend in the Country. 


SIR, 


| ” HE Freedom of our former Correſpon- 


dence, and the Endeavours which I have 
obſerved in you, for promoting the Glory 
of God, and he Good of S1uls, encourage 
me to lay before you an Account of ſuch Meaſures, as 
have of late been taken, for promoting Chriſtian 
Knowledge in the World; in hopes, that the fame 


may be an inducement to you and other pious and cha- 


ritable Perſons to aſſiſt in a Work ſohappily begun, and 
which (by the Bleſſing of God) hath hitherto been con- 
tinued with very great Succeſs: The Riſe of which 
Deſign, and the Method whereby the ſame hath been 
carried on, are as follows. 

Several Perſons ſeriouſly conſidering, the groſs Ig- 
norance and Impiety of the Poor here at home,and the 
great Want of Chriſtia» Knowledge in our Foreign 
Plantations ; agreed to form themſelves into a Society 
for the Propagating thereof, in the cloſe of the Year 
1698. And in ſome ſhort Time, with the Aſſiſtance 
of divers well diſpoſed Perſons, they procured and 


made up $001. (of which the Religious Societies in 


and about London contributed 1091. ) This $0o0l, 
they applyed in providing Bibles and Common-Prayer- 
Boobs, Catechiſms, and other Religious Treatiſes , 
which they tranſmitted to the ſeveral Colonies in the 
North-America, as allo in furniſhing ſeveral of the 
Plantations with Parochial Libraries, to invite able 
Clergy-men to go over and reſide there. They 
alſo (by voluntary Subſcriptions) procured a Main- 


tenance for Six Miſſionaries, who being approv'd by 


the Lord Biſhop of London, went to Preach the Goſ- 
pel in thoſe Parts. And to render this Undertaking 
more effectual, they ſettled Correſpondencies with 
the Clergy, and other worthy Perſons there, and in 
other Countries abroad as well as here at home. 

Thus far the Society had proceeded, increaſing in 
the Number of their Members, many of which were 
Men of Rank and Quality, and ſeveral of the moſt 
eminent Profeſſians. But when the Deſign grew thus 
large and proſperous, and a fair Proſpect of further 
Succeſſes, it was thought fit, upon mature Conſide 
ration, and by the Advice and Direction of very 
Eminent Perſons, to have it made effectual by a legal 
Eſtabliſhment. Upon which, Application was made 
to His late Majeſty King WILLIAM, who by His 
Royal Charter, Anno 1701. was pleaſed to incor- 
porate many of the greateſt Character, both in 
Church and State, together with the then Members of 
this Society, by the Name of the Sociery for thePropaga- 


tion of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts; with a Power of Ele 


cting New Members, and receiving and diſpoſing of 
Charities, for the Maintenance of an Orthodox Cler- 
y, and whatever elſe might tend to the Propagation 
ofthe Goſpel, in remote. and Foreign Countries. 
How much Good they are doing, and how ſucceſs- 
ful their Endeavours have been in raiſing Charities, 
and providing for the Converſion of the Natives, as 
well as the lnſtruction of the Subjects of England in 


thoſe Parts, will appear by the Scheme they have 
lately publiſhed. 

The Corporation being thus ſettled, 

This Society from thence forward, applyed them- 
ſelves chiefly to thepromoting of Chriſtian Knowledge 
here at home: which from the beginning had been 
one Part of their Deſign ; and in which alſo they 
had made a conſiderable Progreſs. 

Weall know how much the Promoting of Reli- 
gion, the due Order of Society, and the Proſperity and 
Welfare of the Church and State, do depend upon 
the good Education of Children, when they are 
taught (as they grow up) to be ſober, honeſt, iuduſtri- 
ous and religious; obedient to their Superiours; kind, 
and peaceable towards all Men. 5 

For which Reaſon this Society, in the firſt Place, 
propoſed the Erecting Schools for the Inſtruction of 
ſuch Youth in the Principles of Religion and Virtue, 
as through the Poverty of their Parents were aban- 
don'd to Ignorance, Idleneſs, and Vice 

And in which, through the Bleſſing of God at- 
tending their Endeavonrs, they have been fo ſuc- 
ceſsful, that out of this Beginning of theirs, and by 
their Encouragement (by themſelves and their Cor- 
reſpondents,) there are now ſettled in London and 
Weſtminſter, and within 10 Miles of the ſame, no leſs 
than 58 Charity-Schools, wherein are taught 1462 
Boys, and 775 Girls, and the greateſt Part, of them 
cloathed. 

Towards the Maintenance of which there is now 
about 2418. ſubſcribed Annually; beſides which 
there hath been Collected at Sermons upon this Oc- 
caſion the laſt Year 1071“. 

Given otherwiſe in Money, at times, about 4147 l. 
and of Lands 55 J. per Aunum. 

Out of which the Truſtees have placed to Appren- 
tiſhips 401 Boys and 136 Girls. 

As to what has been done in this Kind in the Mar- 
ket Towns and Villages in the ſeveral Counties of 
England and Wales, and the Methods taken for Ere- 
cting and Managing the Schools, I muſt refer to the 
priated Account, 

Nor is England alone happy in the ſucceſsful En- 
deavours of this ſort of Charity ; 

In Dublin ſome Progreſs is made in theſe Schools, 
and they are forming a Method to increaſe the Number. 

In Scotland an Act of the General Aſſembly was paſ- 
ſed the laſt Year, for ſetling Charity Schools in the 
High- Lands. „ 

The Czar of Naſcovy hath alſo lately erected 


Schools in ſeveral of the great Towns in his Domini- 


ons. And Denmark, Sweden, and Switzerland, and ſe- 
veral of the German Proteſtants have made Inquiry 
about the Methods here uſed : and by Letters which 
this Soctety have received from their Correſpondents 
in thoſe Parts, *tis reaſonable to hope, that God hath 
ſome extraordinary Work to carry on, for the Pro. 
moting of Religion in the World. 
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Another Method taken by this Society for promoting 
Chriſtian Knowledge, hath been the diſperſing of Reli- 
g40us Books amongſt the Poorer ſort of People; As Bi- 
bles, Common-Prayer-Books,Church Catechiſms,with ſome 
Expoſitions thereon : And others relating toWorſhip , as 
Family-Prayer, Confirmation, Frequent Communion : Like- 
wiſe ſuch as treat of the practical Duties of Repentance 
and Reſtitution, &c. Or to the evil and dangerous Con- 
ſequences of common Vices, as Swearing, Drunkenneſs, 
Uncleanneſs, Prophanation of the Lord's-Day, &c. As al- 
ſo His Grace the Arch- Biſhop of Canterbury's Letter to 
the Clergy; whoſe Pious and Fatherly Inſtructions and 
Recommendations herein, have been of extraordinary 
Uſe for the exciting and encouraging many of the 
Laity, in their ſeveral Stations, to oppoſe and diſ- 
countenance the Prophaneneſs and Immorality of the 
preſent Age. Great Numbers of theſe, and the like 
Tracts, have been diſtributed amongſt the Seamen; and 


ſeveral of the Captains and Maſters of Ships, have not 


only readily received them, but alſo, to their Commen- 
dation, have been prevailed upon to employ part of 
their Charity this Way. Great Numbers have alſo 
been diſtributed amongſt the Soldiers at home and 
abroad, to the Sick and Wounded in Hoſpitals, to Work- 
houſes, to Priſoners, and to the Poor. 

They have likeweſe ſent Specimens of ſeveral uſeful 
Treatiſcs to their Correſponding Members in the Coun- 
try, that pious and charitable Perſons may be encou- 
raged by the lownels of the Price to diſtribute them 
amongſt the Poor, in which the Correſpondents have 
not only been very induſtrious, but ( beſides what 
they have received from the Society,) have largely di 
ſtributed them at their own Expence. 

Neither has their Charity been confined to this Na- 
tion, but they have alſo ſent Packets to Ireland, New- 
England,to Switzerland, and other Foreign Countries. 
For which End, they alſo procured ſeveral uſeful Books 
to be tranſlated into many Foreign Languages, with 
ſuch ſacceſs, that the King of Pruſſia being preſented 
wth the Tranſlation of the Soldiers Movitor, was 


to be difpers'd throngh His- Army. The King of 
Sweden has done the ſame, with the Addition of the 
Caution to Swearers at the End of it. The Landgrave 
of Heſſe-Caſſel has already order'd 4000 of the fame 
to be printed for the uſe of his Soldiers: And there 
are Hopes that the Saxon Soldiers will have them alſo. 
And the Correſpondegits and other pious People in 
Wales have at their own- Charge bought up and di- 
ſperſed ſeveral Books tranſlated into their Language. 
Laſtly, The former Deſign of Erecting Libraries is 
ſtill in their View, for the uſe of the Clergy and Schoel- 
Maſters, as it is in the High Lands of Scotland, which at 
firſt was begun and carried on by a ſingle Hand, but 
is now compleated. 
The Succeſs of which hath encouraged them to the 


like 11ndertaking for Males, where ſuch a Proviſion is 


much wanting through the Poverty of the Clergy in 
that Country, 

Thus have I endeavoured to give you a general 
Account of the Society, whoſe main Ends and Deſigns 
are to propagate the Real and Practical Knowledge of 
the Goſpel in the World, as becomes the Diſciples 
and Followers of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, to the 
end that his Kingdom may come, and that his N- 
may be done on Earth as it is in Heaven, The Work 
truly is great, tho' the Labourers are few : Let me 
therefore requeſt you to join with me in your Prayers 
for a Bleſſing on our weak Endeavours, and that the 
great Lord of the Harveit would ſend forth able Labour- 
ers imo his Harveſt. 


If you apprehend that what I have written may be 


uſeful to encourage any to do the leaſt Good to the 
Souls of Men, you have free Liberty to communicate 
it according to your Diſcretion, 


I am with great Sincerity, 
Sir, 


London, Aug Your affectionate humble Setvant. 


10. 1705. 


pleas'd to expreſs a great Liking of it, and order'd it 
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